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April I2th he decided to try to take by force on May 8th.
For the next morning (May gth) he called a Cabinet meeting
to be held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and arrived
with a bulky file, the contents of which it took him two
hours to read. Many of his colleagues had not seen him
for a fortnight. They found >nm much altered, thinner,
feverish of eye, unsteady of voice. He had, however,
been toned up to the greatest possible extent. His usual
doctor, recalled from the army, had doped him to the
Ml. Gradually Paul Reynaud grew animated, his reading
became harsh, almost violent. The Council reacted in
various ways to the indictment they heard. Some made
an occasional note. The sadistically inclined glanced to
and fro from M. Daladier, whose face was so expressionless
as to look like a wall, to the Prime Minister, who turned
the leaves heaped before him with the regularity of a
metronome. Some put their heads between their hands
to conceal their fright.
M. Paul Reynaud ceased to read. One of his friends,
M. Lamoureux, to whom he had handed over the Ministry
of Finance when he left the Rue de JRivoli for the Quai
d'Orsay, and who had been warned of what was in store,
asked for leave to speak.
" After the remarkable exposition we have Just heard
from the Prime Minister," he said, " I think we have only
to fall in with what he proposes . . ."
But M. Daladier raised his finger.
" I call on the Minister of National Defence to speak."
The one-and-twenty people charged with the destinies
of France turned inquiringly towards M. Daladier.
M. Daladier made reply in a tone of seeming calm. He
declared that the problem raised by the Prime Minister
was a grave one and could not be a matter of indifference
to the Minister of National Defence. Was General Gamelin
the ideal Commander-in-Chief ? He would be wary of
asserting that he was. Already he had made mental
reservations about him. Perhaps in six months, three